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SUBJECT: A SYRIAN VIEW OF REGRESSION PROM PEACE 

1. SUMMARY: SYRIAN POLITICIANS ARE CONVINCED SADAT'S 
INITIATIVE HAS LED THEM BACKWARDS AWAY PROM REAL PEACE AND 
CLOSER TO WAR. THEY CITE THE US TURN AWAY PROM THE PLO, 
STRENGTHENED PALESTINIAN REJECTIONIST ARGUMENTS AGAINST 

A POLITICAL COURSE, AND HEIGHTENED ISRAELI ILLUSION THAT PEACE 
WITH TERRITORY IS POSSIBLE AS EVIDENCE OF THIS REGRESSION. 

THEY AGREE WITH THEIR PRESIDENT THAT THESE NEGATIVE EPPECTS 
OP SADAT'S INITIATIVE MUST BE ERASED, AND CONCLUDE THEY 
WILL HAVE TO WALK AGAIN OVER A PREVIOUSLY BLAZED PATH IN 
ORDER TO GET BACK TO REAL NEGOTIATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN CONVERSATIONS POLOPP HAS HAD WITH SYRIAN POLITICANS 
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AND OTHER INPORMED SYRIANS OVER PAST WEEK ISSUE OP SADAT 
AND HIS PEACE INITIATIVE HAS BEEN AT THE TOP OP THE AGENDA. 

MEMBERS OP WRITERS UNION, STUDENT UNION, PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, 

MFA, AND REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH UNION HAVE BEEN ON SAME WAVE- 
LENGTH WHEN IT COMES TO SADAT. THEY HAVE SPOKEN WITH 
PEELING AND CONVICTION, AND WITHOUT RESORTING TO CLICHES 
OP SYRIAN PRESS OR SYRIAN PONMIN (SEPTEL). SOME HAVE 
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OBVIOUSLY THOUGHT CAREFULLY ABOUT IMPACT OF SADAT'S INITIA- 
TIVE AND ITS MEANING FOR SYRIA AND MIDDLE EAST PEACE AND 
THEY CONCLUDE THAT SADAT HAS SET BACK THE MOVEMENT TOWARD 
PEACE. 

3. ALMOST TO A MAN, THESE PARTICULAR SYRIANS ADMITTED THE 
POSITIVE EFFECT SADAT'S INITIATIVE HAS HAD ON AMERICAN AND 
WESTERN EUROPEAN PUBLIC OPINION IN PROIECTING AN IMPROVED 
IMAGE OF THE ARAB WORLD AND IN SHOWING UP ISRAEL AS A RECAL- 
CITRANT STUMBLING BLOCK FOR PEACE IN THE AREA. THEY 

ARE ALSO PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THIS CHANGE 
IN WORLD PERCEPTION MAY HAVE LONG TERM CONSEQUENCES WHICH 
THEY CANNOT YET PERCEIVE. 

4. NEVERTHELESS, THE HEART AND THE ROOT OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
CONFLICT IS THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION, THEY CLAIM. NEITHER 
SYRIA NOR THE UNITED STATES OR ANY OTHER MIDDLE EASTERN 
POWER CAN BRING PEACE TO THE AREA UNLESS AND UNTIL THE ARAB 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE FIND POLITICAL SELF-EXPRESSION IN A 
HOMELAND. FURTHERMORE, THESE SYRIANS ADD, THE UNITED 
STATES AND EGYPT AND ISRAEL CAN BURY THEIR HEADS IN THE SANDS 
OF SINAI, BUT THEY CANNOT MAKE THE PLO GO AWAY ANYMORE THAN 
THE SYRIANS OR LEBANESE CAN DO, AND THEY CANNOT TURN THE 
CLOCK BACK TO THE DAYS BEFORE THE RABAT SUMMIT AND EXPECT 
TO FIND A SETTLEMENT BETWEEN JORDAN, ISRAEL, AND EGYPT. 

THE PLO IS A POLITICAL FACT OF LIFE WHICH MUST BE DEALT 
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WITH. 

5. WHEN LOOKING AT THE RESULTS OF SADAT'S MISSION, WE ARE 
TOLD NOE MUST FOCUS ON ITS IMPACT ON THE PALESTINIANS AND 
PARTICULARLY THE PLO SINCE THIS IS THE CORE PROBLEM. THESE 
SYRIANS CLAIM THERE HAS BEEN NO CHANGE IN WORLD OR US 
PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. AMERICANS, 

IF ANYTHING, SEE THE PLO IN STARKER TERMS THAN THEY DID BEFORE 
SADAT'S INITIATIVE BECAUSE OF THE CONTRAST. THE US ADMINISTRA- 
TION, WHICH HAD BEEN SEEKING WAYS TO BRING THE PLO INTO THE 
PEACE PROCESS BEFORE SADAT WENT TO JERUSALEM, HAS NOW 
TURNED ITS BACK ON THIS ORGANIZATION. SEVERAL SYRIANS 
ADMITTED THE PLO HAD NOT MADE IT EASY FOR THE US TO GIVE 
THE ORGANIZATION A ROLE, BUT THEY CLAIMED THAT WE HAD NOT 
OFFERED THE PLO MUCH IN RETURN IN TERMS OF REAL HOPE THAT 
ISRAEL WOULD RECOGNIZE THEIR RIGHTS. NO ONE PRETENDS RESO- 
LUTION OF THE PROBLEMS IWILL BE EASY. REPEATEDLY, WHEN 
SYRIANS SPOKE OF THE GENEVA PROCESS THEY EQUATED IT TO THE 
VIETNAM PARIS PEACE TALKS FOR COMPLEXITY AND PROBABLE DURATION. 

6. AS FOR THE PLO ITSELF, OUR INTERLOCUTORS CLAIM 

SADAT'S ACTION. COUPLED WITH THE US REACTION HAS STRENGTHENED 
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THE ARGUMENT OF PALESTINIAN REJECTIONISTS IN THEIR SEESAW 
BATTLE WITH MODERATES OVER THE VALUE OF A POLITICAL COURSE. 
ARAFAT IS TRYING TO REESTABLISH A BALANCE, BUT HE CANNOT 
DO SO WITHOUT AMMUNITION DEMONSTRATING THAT THERE IS HOPE 
IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS. 

7. IT IS A FACT, WE ARE CHALLENGED BY THE SYRIANS TO REFUTE, 
THAT THE PEACE PROCESS HAS EDGED FURTHER AND FURTHER AWAY 
FROM DEALING RESOLUTELY WITH THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE THE US HAS ABANDONED ITS EFFORTS TO 
ATTAIN A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, AND THIS, SYRIANS CLAIM, 

HAS INDEED LED US FURTHER FROM REAL PEACE. IN ADDITION, 

THE IMPACT OF SADAT'S INITIATIVE ON ISRAEL CANNOT BE IGNORED. 
COMPARING ISRAEL BEFORE THE INITIATIVE TO TODAY THEY SEE 
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ISRAEL'S STAND AS HAVING HARDENED. ISRAEL 
ACCEPTED, AT LEAST IN PRINCIPLE, A UNIFIED ARAB DELEGATION 
TO GENEVA, BEFORE, WHILE NOW ISRAELIS ONLY SEE THE HOPE OF 
SPLITTING SADAT OFF FROM THE REST OF THE ARAB WORLD TO 
CONCLUDE A SEPARATE PEACE. ISRAEL WAS IN DOUBT IT COULD 
GET PEACE AND THE TERRITORY THEY WANT. SADAT CONVINCED 
THEM THEY CAN, IF THEY ONLY REMAIN STEADFAST. 

8. AS FOR THE FUTURE, SYRIAN POLITICANS AGREE WITH THEIR 
COUNTRY'S POLICY; THE RESULTS AS OUTLINED ABOVE MUST BE 
ERASED. THEY FEAR IT MAY TAKE WAR TO DO SO. THEY BELIEVE, 

AT A MINIMUM, THEY WILL HAVE TO COVER GROUND ALREADY 
TROD BEFORE THE INITIATIVE TO GET BACK TO GENEVA OR SOME 
ALTERNATIVE FRAMEWORK FOR HARD-HEADED NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
HAVE EVEN THE SLIGHTEST CHANCE FOR SUCCESS. 

PELLETREAU 
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